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with many other species, such as nett-
les, elderberry, ants for pollination. Their
edible, slightly fuzzy leaves stay green

throughout the year. When they bloom,

they rise up vertically from their rhizo-
matic patches, and after pollination, they
return to horizontal growth again. They
live only with and through tight symbiotic

relationships.

what if we living together was a

exploration of tenderness and
solidarity between species?
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Artemisia vulgaris/Mugwort: is consi-
dered a protector of women and forest
creatures. Mugwort has traditional-
ly been used for relieving menstrual
cramps, as well as an abortion-indu-
cing infusion. She is helping with ac-
tivating the feminist imagination, and
is said to make you stress-resilient on
long journeys.

how to use a feminist imagina-

tion towards better worlds?
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in the Netherlands alone, there are 250
lookalike, yet distinct species All parts
of the dandelion can be used: in post-war
Europe, people made coffee out of the
roots. During the war, there were efforts
to cultivate dandelion for its rubber in
the roots, among others there was a re-
search facility in the KZ Auschwitz. The
roots of the dandelion are so strong that
they can easily break through streets.

how can we learn to embrace
complexity?
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White man‘s footprint/plantago major: it
arrived with the first settler-colonialists
in the Americas and followed them ever-
ywhere they went, so much so, that some
indigineous peoples began referring to it
as ,,white man‘s footprint“. Originally an
invasive species, it became naturalized
within local ecosystems. Its round leaves
can be used for first aid on wounds, and
are edible, too.

what can the ,white man's footprint* te-

ach us about healing and reconciliation?




